
 

Minutes – September 16th 2025 
Johnstown, Cambria County Airport Authority  
 
The regular meeting of the Johnstown Cambria County Airport Authority was called to order by Tim McIlwain 
Chairmen at 3:30 pm on Tuesday September 16th, 2025. 
 
Members Present: Tim McIlwain, Rick McQuaide, Jonathan Gleason, Tyler Trimbath, George Acurio, and Mike 
Parrish, via phone. 
 
Members Absent Adam Murphy, Ed Cernic Jr, and Jim Brazill 
 
Others Present: Cory Cree, Airport Manager, Josh Keyser, Airport Operations Supervisor, Rick Holes, GFT; 
Attorney Tim Leventry; Solicitor; Dennis Kotzan, Accountant, Megan Koch, SkyWest, Larry Hoover, Airline 
Committee Member, Dave Hurst Tribune Democrat, Commissioner Tom Chernisky, and Commissioner Keith Rager.  
 
MINUTES: 

Jonathan Gleason made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 19th, 2025, Board Meeting. 
The motion was seconded by Rick McQuaide and passed by the following vote: 

 
Yeas, Tim McIlwain, Rick McQuaide, Jonathan Gleason, Tyler Trimbath, George Acurio, and Mike Parrish, via 
phone. (6). Nays: None (0)  
 
SkyWest/United Report: Nathan Pilkington JST SkyWest 
Reviewed the SkyWest reports. 
 
FBO Report: 
N/A 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Dennis Kotzan 
Reviewed Financials 

George Acurio made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report; the motion was seconded by Jonathan Gleason 
and passed by the following vote: 
 
Yeas, Tim McIlwain, Rick McQuaide, Jonathan Gleason, Tyler Trimbath, George Acurio, and Mike Parrish, via 
phone. (6). Nays: None (0)  
 
Manager’s Report: Cory Cree 

Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program (RACP) Grant Program 
- The KSA Group informed us that the next round of RACP Grant Applications will be accepted from Friday, August 

29, 2025 at 12:00 p.m. through Tuesday, September 23, 2025 at 11:59 p.m.   
- This RACP Grant Program is funded at a level of an 50% State Share and a 50% Match Share. 
- On September 11, 2025, Dr. Nulton and I met with the KSA Group to discuss this grant program. 
- As you may recall, we currently have $4,050,000 in Federal Community Project Funding/Congressionally Directed 

Spending for the construction of aircraft hangars, which Congressman Dr. Joyce obtained for the Airport and which 
we plan to use for the RJ Hangar/Innovation Center project.   

- We also have $1,500,000 in RACP funding for a hangar shell building from the Cambrian Hills Development Group 
LLC, which we also plan to use for the RJ Hangar/Innovation Center project. 

- We would like to submit an RACP Grant Application for an amount of $2,550,000.00 for the RJ Hangar/Innovation 
Center project.  If this application is approved for funding, we will be able to use the $4,050,000 of federal funding 
to match the two (2) RACP grants. 

- We have requested GFT to prepare the project scope and cost estimate for the grant application. 



 

- Recommendation:  We recommend that the Airport Authority approve the submission of a Redevelopment 
Assistance Capital Program (RACP) grant application in the amount of $2,550,000.00 for the RJ 
Hangar/Innovation Center. 

- The action to approve this item is listed on the agenda under the Finance and Administration Committee. 
 
Certificates of Deposit (CDs) 

- As you may recall, we currently have multiple CDs invested with AmeriServ Financial, since they are the only bank 
that has been willing to waive the penalty fee for one-time early withdrawal per CD.   

- One (1) CD with an initial investment of $250,000 at an interest rate of 4.65% will mature on 9/24/2025. 
- From AmeriServ Financial, we have obtained the following CD rate quotes: 

Interest 
Rate 

Term 
(months) 

4.00% 6 
3.85% 12 
3.75% 18 

- Recommendations: We recommend that the Airport Authority reinvest the $250,000 plus interest earned 
into a CD with AmeriServ Financial at an interest rate of 3.85% for a twelve (12) month term. 

- The action to approve this item is listed on the agenda under the Finance and Administration Committee. 
 
2025 Airport Authority Budget 

- We have begun the process of preparing the 2026 Airport Authority Budget.   
- We anticipate presenting a first draft to the Finance and Administration Committee at their October monthly 

meeting. 
 
Airport Operations Report: Josh Keyser 

• Cutting edges for the large plow trucks have been installed and adjusted. 
• We have successfully hired a new staff member for operations.  Chad’s first day was 8/25/25.  Training will 

be ongoing before he will be able to work solo. 
• Long time staff member, Greg, began his retirement on 9/1/25.  He has agreed to work as a part-time 

employee to help with snow removal efforts during the winter months. 
• With the installation of new man gates and vehicle gates at the East side hangar areas, new combination 

locks have been purchased and will be installed to allow tenant access.  Combination locks were chosen to 
allow us the ability to change access codes should the need arise. 

• A portion of TWY B has been closed to allow contractor access to remove and replace the apron at Hangar 
15. This section will remain closed until after paving of the Hangar 15 apron. 

  



 

GFT Report: Rick Holes 

1) FFY 2024 Fox Run Road Widening and Rehabilitation 
a) Construction began on October 1st. 
b) The temporary Waste Area HOP was extended for an additional year, until April 25, 2026. 
c) The Township building permit was approved on April 2, 2025. 
d) Paving is scheduled for next week 
e) ACTION ITEM: HRI, Inc. has submitted Payment Application No.7 for the referenced 

project. GFT has reviewed the application and recommends payment in the 
amount of $564,477.48 (Board Action Required). 

 
Rick McQuaide made a motion to approve Payment Application No. 7 for the referenced projects. GFT has 
reviewed the application and recommends payment in the amount of $564,477.48. The motion was seconded by 
Jonathan Gleason and passed by the following vote: 

 
Yeas, Tim McIlwain, Rick McQuaide, Jonathan Gleason, Tyler Trimbath, George Acurio, and Mike Parrish, via 
phone. (6). Nays: None (0)  

2) 8-Unit Hangar 
a) The Highway Occupancy Permit was extended for another year. 
b) A Service Agreement for the maintenance of the oil/grit separator was executed and 

returned to Forest Hills Municipal Authority. 
c) After further discussions with the Conservation District, a modification to the NPDES 

permit is not required for the addition of restrooms. It will be managed as a construction 
revision. 

d) After discussions with the Airport Manager it was decided it is too late in the year to 
complete work before winter, and the project can be bid in the spring. 

e) GFT and Airport Management attended the Richland Township Planning Commission 
meeting on September 9, 2025. We presented the plan and then answered questions from 
the board. The main issue the board had with the plan was the gravel parking lot. We 
explained to the board that the airport acquires different grants for different projects, and 
this grant is strictly for site development, no hangars will be built with this grant. We try to 
utilize the total amount of the grant, or we lose it, so we have alternates built into the plan 
to add gravel parking, etc. to see what we can build once the bids are received. They 
understood the approach and gave us conditional approval with the stipulation that once a 
hangar is built the associated parking lot is paved. They also praised the continued growth 
at the airport. 

 
Solicitors’ Report: Attorney Tim Leventry 

During the previous month, our office worked on the following items on behalf of the Johnstown-
Cambria County Airport Authority (the “Authority”): 

Operation and Maintenance Agreement with Richland Township ("Agreement"). By letter 
dated September 4, 2025, we advised Cory Cree of my comments and recommendations to this 
Agreement, finding it to be a standard agreement and generally acceptable, however I requested the 
following changes: 

 
1. If the municipality is requiring the Airport to perform work on the Storm Water Best 



 

Management Practice system, then the Airport should be granted ten (10) days 
advance written notice, unless there is an emergency. With advance notice, Airport 
personnel can resolve the problem with the storm water systems versus having 
Richland come in and do the work then charge the Airport for the service, which could 
happen without the advance notice per the original Agreement. 

 
2. The Agreement would be recorded and will result in an easement running with the 

land. 

3. Changes were made to the Agreement (described above) and the Agreement has 
been sent to the Solicitor for Richland Township for final approval. 

 
Committee Reports 
Military: Adam Murphy, (Chair), Tim McIlwain 

• N/A 
 
Enplanements: Mike Parrish, (Chair), Jonathan Gleason, Adam Murphy, Larry Hoover, and Larry Nulton 

• N/A 
 

Facility and KOZ: Rick McQuaide, (Chair), Mike Parrish, Jim Brazill and Dennis Kotzan 
• N/A 

 
Finance and Administration Jonathan Gleason, (Chair), George Arcurio, Ed Cernic Jr., and Dennis Kotzan 
 

Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program (RACP) Grant Program 
 

George Acurio made a motion to approve that the Airport Authority approve the submission of a Redevelopment 
Assistance Capital Program (RACP) grant application in the amount of $2,550,000.00 for the RJ 
Hangar/Innovation Center. The motion was seconded by Rick McQuaide and passed by the following vote: 
 
Yeas, Tim McIlwain, Rick McQuaide, Jonathan Gleason, Tyler Trimbath, George Acurio, and Mike Parrish, via 
phone. (6). Nays: None (0) 

 
Certificates of Deposit (CDs) 

 
George Acurio made a motion to approve that the Airport Authority reinvest the $250,000 plus interest 
earned into a CD with AmeriServ Financial at an interest rate of 3.85% for a twelve (12) month term. The 
motion was seconded by Rick McQuaide and passed by the following vote: 

 
Yeas, Tim McIlwain, Rick McQuaide, Jonathan Gleason, Tyler Trimbath, George Acurio, and Mike Parrish, via 
phone. (6). Nays: None (0) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:06P.M.  Minutes approved by 
       Waiting approval 
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